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Christianity: A Form Of Child Abuse?

by: Jennifer Johnson ]
From a report printed in OAnswers UpdateO

Thirty years ago if someone had
predicted that gay marriage would be
legalized in some American States (and all
across Canada) many in the church would
have laughed at the idea. If sixty years ago
someone had said that prayer, Bible reading,
and creation would be thrown out of
America's public school system, most people
in the church would think even just the
thought was ridiculous.

But...they have all happened!

Now, what if T said the following?
If America continues on its present course

of abandoning the absolute authority of the
Word of God - and teaching generations of
students that they are the result of random
natural processes - Christians who teach
their children to believe that God created
the world in six days will have those same
children taken away...and the parents will be
arrested for “child abuse.”
Would you laugh at me and say, "That could
never happen?”

Would you think I was just over-
reacting?

Friend, fellow Christian, that day. ..

Continued on Page 3

A Brief History of the Revival othe Korean Church.

First in a multi-part series by Esther Na:
Robert Jermain Thomas, Protestant
martyr for Korea

Robert Jermain Thomas was born in
1839 in Wales. His father was a pastor and
he was ordained as a missionary after he
graduated from London University. He
married then he and his wife, Caroline went
to China. Soon after they settled in
Shanghai, China, his wife passed away,
putting Thomas in shock. He was devastated
and as a result handed in his resignation to
the London Mission Society. Peace of mind
escaped him, so he confessed to God and
returned fo his mission.

At that time Korea was know as the
Hermit Kingdom and didn't have any trade
with foreign countries. In 1865 Robert met
two Korean Catholics, and taking this
opportunity he went to Korea and stayed
there about three months. He took some
Chinese Bibles, and he taught and sold
Bibles secretly.

In 1866 Robert went back to Korea
again as a franslator of an American trading

ship, the General Sherman. He brought more
Bibles with him at that time. Their ship
sailed up to Pyongyang, the present-day
capital of North Korea. The Korean army
warned them to leave. They didn't listen
and tried to make a landing forcibly, but the
ship got stuck on a sandbank. Korean
soldiers attacked and set the ship on fire.
Robert stood on the deck of the burning
ship and threw Bibles to the people who
were standing at the shore.

At last, Robert was captured and
transfixed by a soldier. He was only twenty-
seven years old at the time of his death.
Was that God's loss? Was that merely a
pitiful, fearful incident? Definitely not!

After some time passed, the
soldier who killed Robert became an elder of
the church of Pyongyang. A young man who
watched Robert die became a believer too.
Some Korean people took Bibles secretly to
their home and used the pages as wallpaper.
Can you imagine what happened next?

April is National
Donate Life month,
a time set aside to
raise public
awareness of the

critical need for
organ, tissue,
marrow, and blood
donation.

Continued on page 3



Keeping different opinions
from turning into verbal
battles.

“Be ye fishers ¢
men. You catc
them - He'll
clean them?”
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By Naomi Victorio

Recently there has been an uproar
regarding the House measure, originally
known as, Proposition 187, that would
force any individual including church
workers, to see documentation before
giving help to immigrants, at risk of
imprisonment. Certain churches are taking
vocal stands on this issue. But where is the
rest of the Church?

In conducting interviews with a
few local ministers, I found that many
churches and entire denominations are
keeping silent. T understand their silence
in some respect but what will be the
future repercussions? As a second
generation American, this issue is
important to me in more than one way. T
believe this is an issue of importance to all
religious organizations especially the
Christian church.

In Luke 10:25 - 41, Jesus speaks of the
Good Samaritan and gives us a clear
example of how we should care for all
strangers. The Samaritan looked upon this
wounded man as a fellow human being that

PERSECUTED

By Paul Pellandini

People all around the world are
persecuted for what they believe. It really
doesn't matter if what you believe is the
right thing, the moral thing, the worldly
thing, the financial thing, the family thing,
the politically correct thing or you pick the
thing that you believe in that you can be
persecuted about. Whatever the thing is,
you can be persecuted for it. I't doesn't
matter what or who goes after you; there
will be a persecution.

Let me give you an example of a
persecution in today's world right here at
home. As a matter of fact, this
persecution took place here in front of
Trinity Life Bible College. Most of you
know that I am a “long hair, bearded, biker
type, drug user, criminal” looking
character. Now this is how most law
enforcement would profile me. During a
lunch break at TLBC, I was asked to walk
over to the Mexican food place across the
street. The "T'll fly, you buy” deal were as
T got a free lunch. Long story short (I can
tell'em long) a sheriff pulled me over and

Separation Between Church and State: Only when Convenient?

needed help and recognized he needed to
be the one to care for him. Many
immigrants who are coming to our country
are much like this wounded man. They are
in need of safety, of healing, of health and
especially spiritual healing.

T do not want to tell you how you
should feel about the measure but we must
remember that it is people we are talking
about, not just political jargon and
manipulation. People are whom Christ came
for and people are whom the church is
here for. We are in a country that gives us
the freedom to be Jesus in flesh to all
persons. What concerns me is this measure
may hinder what freedom the church now
has available. Yes, we must adhere to the
law and uphold it. We must also keep out
those whom would bring harm to the
country, but could this measure lead to a
police state mentality? Most importantly,
we must not allow the mission of the
church to be hindered any further.

Continued on page 3

put me in his car. He detained me for
about 40 minutes. The office staff must
have thought I ran off with their money! T
was released and thus the persecution
stopped as abruptly as it started.

Here's the deal. T was persecuted for
how I looked. What was the benefit?
None, nadda, zip; there was no benefit. But
when we are persecuted because of our
faith in Jesus, the Lord and Savior, God
blesses us. God cares for us. He stands up
for us. Abdul Rahman in Afghanistan is
alive today; he was not put to death for his
faith. He stood up and GOD STOOD
WITH HIM.

God cares for His persecuted.
Philippians 1:28-29 NLT says this: Don®
be intimidated by your enemiesEyou have
been given not only the privilege of
trusting in Christ but also the privilege
of suffering for him.

REMEMBER THIS WHEN YOU ARE

GOING THROUGH IT:
GOD WILL BLESS YOU
BE FAITHFUL
AMEN



. . . may be closer than you think!
On a recent TV program in the
United Kingdom (and no doubt soc
on American television), the worldt
leading spokesperson on evolutior
atheist Dr. Richard Dawkins of
Oxford University, made these
remarkable and shocking statemel

IOm very concerned about the
religious indoctrination of children.
| want to show how faith acts like ¢
virus that attacks the young and
infects generation after
generationE

ItOs time to question the abus
of childhood innocence with
superstitious ideas of hellfire and
damnation. And | want to show
how the scriptural roots of the
Judeo-Christian moral edifice are
cruel and brutish.

What in the 2% century are we

Korea, continued from page 1

Some of them read that wallpaper and
accepted Jesus as their Savior.

Robert laid down his life to open
the gate of salvation for the Korean
people. Now, Korea is the most

Separation continued from page 2

Over the last few months we have
seen atheists stand up and play the
"separation of church and state” card for
anything having to do with God. Why do
we allow this twisting of the words and
intent of the First Amendment to the
Constitution? Buft, I digress, that is not
the topic of this article. However that
said, the implied separation of church and
state does apply to this situation, where
the government has no business prohibiting
the church from helping any and all who
are in need. This may be another situation
where we as Christian Americans are giving
over our freedom of religion to the
government. There must be another
solution, one that keeps our borders safe

How long before Christianity is illegal? Continued from page 1

doing venerating a book [the bible
that contains such stuff?

Please think very hard about
what Dr. Dawkins has said about
Christianity, because he is not aloi
in his thoughts! Right here in
California we have people trying tc
pull the word God from our Pledge
of Allegiance, so please donOt thir
people wonOt listen to Dr. Dawkin
The question we must ask now is
what are we going to do about it?

We need to stand up for our belie
and stand up for Jesus at all costs! V
must have a Christian revolution; Dr.
Dawkins said that Christianity is a virt
well if that is what he wants to call us
fine! | say we as Christians should al
unite and show him a fast a virus can
contaminate a whole nation and then
world!

Christianized country in Asia. Korea is the
country that sends the most missionaries
to foreign countries, next to the United
States.

without abusing the church. A solution
that would keep the church from having to
ask the question, "Are you a documented
immigrant?"” Despite media propaganda and
the political rhetoric the church must
recognize that this measure will affect all
churches beyond the superficial
differences of ethnicities and cultures.
Referring back to the parable of the Good
Samaritan, Jesus asked the expert in law
about the religious man, the innkeeper and
the Samaritan "Which of these three do
you think was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of the robber? The
expert in the law replied, 'the one who had
mercy on him." Jesus told him go and do
likewise." I pray that we will do likewise.

“ .. faith acts like a
virus that attacks the
young and infects
generation after
generation. . .”

The Good Samatritan
Graphic from
Crossdaily.com.



If He Would Have Taken the Time
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by Brooke Manning

In the middle of the jungles of
the Congo ministered a missionary man
by the name of Reverend Price. He
hadn't been there for long, but for the
time he had he didn't make much of an
effort to get to know the natives. On
Easter Sunday Rev. Price decided to get
all the natives that attended his church
to be baptized. So after the service had
finished he lured the people to the
rivers edge. He began to convince the
people to one by one get in the water so
that they may be baptized. They all
stared at Rev. Price as if he was crazy.
As he invited them into the water they
all refused, and left him alone by the
river. Now Rev. Price was a prideful man
and for weeks after Easter Sunday he
was angry and confused. He was upset at
the fact that the congregation was so
rebellious in their refusal to be

Word Find Puzzle
Patience in Suffering James 5:7-12
GRHTAOLGCPETF
MPATI ENTODNGEF
TOREMRAFMNMES
NNEROODMPOYTW
HYLRAEI FATCSA
GNI DNATSSHOOI
YDREHTI ESEMRT
SAUNTI LSI RPAS
SWEARATCOWLI T
DBRETHRENAANL
DEALI NGSTCI SW
RCOMI NGEENNPB
BI MERCI FULNI I
BRETHREN EITHER PATIENT
COMING FARMER RAINS
COMPASSION  GETS STANDING
COMPLAIN LATE SWEAR
DEALINGS MERCIFUL UNTIL
DOOR OATH WAITS
EARLY OTHER

baptized. Yet he hadn't ever asked the
people why they refused, he just
assumed that they were being
disobedient to the will of God. Finally
after weeks of being irritated with the
people someone enlightened Rev. Price. A
missionary who had previously
ministered to the natives of Congo
explained to the proud Reverend why
the natives refused the baptism. The
reverend had been so angry at the
people’s deviance, when in reality they
were not being rebellious at all. The
natives never went into the river. The
part of the river Rev. Price had taken
them to was home to very large
crocodiles. The natives were not
rejecting baptism, but rather rejecting
being eaten alive by wild animals. Rev.
Price never took the time to get to know
the natives:; if he would have he would
have been a better witness to them.
("The Poison Wood Bible" Barbara
Kingsolver).

People are so very different;
and they don't have to be from another
country for them to be completely
different from you. We have to
understand this when we minister not
only in foreign countries, but also to our
own neighbors. Since we are all so
different, we will all view the gospel of
Christ from a different frame of
reference. We need to take the time to
get to know the people we are
ministering to so that we can be a
better witness.
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