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The Greatest Love of All,

God does not save us because of anything we do.
He saves us because He loves us. In fact, the very
reason He created us is so that we could be loved by
Him. Most of us can recall times of abundant blessing,
when we marveled that almighty God so lovingly

GobD Is LovE

Whoever lives in lovellives in/God, and God in him.

1John 4:16

The Tabernacle,

In the business of life,
whether it be work, homework,
family, or building relationships
with people in order to impact
lives, it is always important to
remember the example of the
tabernacle. The priests on a daily
basis served as mediators
between God and the people. On
a daily basis the people came
from the outer courts and made
sacrifices at the brazen altar so
that their sins would be covered
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by Robin  Sady
extended His amazing goodness
to us.

But what happens when life
suddenly turns stormy? An
unexpected iliness or disap-
pointment might catch us
unprepared, causing us to
guestion and doubt. We cry out,
OLord, why was | even born?0 At
such times, we may feel alone,
though we never actually are. Or
perhaps a situation tempts us to
feel trapped in sin. Remember,
SatanOs wicked schemes are
powerless in GodOs presence. Thi
Lord is sovereign over all things.

All it takes is one prayer,
one cry for help and the
omnipotent God of the universe
turns in our direction. Our Father®
actions are always motivated by
one thing: His love. Even when E

Continued on page 3
by Tara Schowe

by the blood that was shed. In
that way, they could stand before
God in purity. Next the priests
would wash at the laver as a sign
of cleansing. Then the priests
would enter the Holy Place--a
place of intercession. From there
they would go into the Holy of
Holies into the very presence of

God.
Continued on page 2
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The Tabernacle,

Spending time face to face
with God gives us what we need to
be highly effective in the lives of
those who most need love. Itis in
this Holy of Holies that the heart of
God is reveled to us. In response
to how He shows Himself to us, we
worship Him. In that time of
worship our inner man is
strengthened, and is sustained
through all times of trouble.

The Holy of Holies is a
special place where a person can
put on a special garment, leave the
world behind and focus only on

Flames,

Monday the 28" of January, |
was on my way home from late night
classes. As | turned the corner into
my neighborhood, | saw these hot,
fiery flames shooting into the air. |
was stunned as | came to the
immediate realization that my
neighborOs house was on fire. | was
blown away with shock and fear. My
first thought was, OAre they still inside
the house?0

| sped up and pulled up my
driveway, very worried. | went to go
get my parents and the door was
locked, of course. Without thinking, |
began banging on the door very hard
and very loudly! My parents rushed to
the door, worried themselves, trying to
understand why | was pounding on

continued from page 1

God. Inside the Holy of Holies
is where, just like the priests of
the past, the priests of today
need to spend time before
going out into the world to
minister to the brokenhearted
and lost. We all need to take to
heart the vision of the
Tabernacle in the Old Testa-
ment as a picture of how we
are to minister to those in need
today. We must prioritize these
special times of worship and
continue to grow in Him and
His love.

by Christel Johnson

the door. All | could say was, OThe
neighborOs house is on fire!O

| was so shocked because
it was like no one else knew about
the fire. My dad quickly ran to the
neighborOs house, cutting across
the field. No one was there, not
even fire fighters had arrived. My
sister, my mom and | went from
house to house rounding up and
waking people to warn them about
the fire. We were worried that the
fire could spread and that we
could lose another house in our
neighborhood or even more. The
flames were getting stronger and
sparks were flying over to our
property. | was crying inside E

Continued on page 3
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The Greatest Love of All, continued from page 1

E we do not understand why He
has allowed us to feel overlooked,
abandoned, and forgotten, His
love is at work. Suffering may lead
us to the false assumptions that
we will never be the people He
created us to be. But this does not
change the truth of God: Difficulty
prepares us for future blessing,
and hardships redirect our thinking
so that we are focused solely on
Christ. God knew all about us
even before He created us. He
saw each victory, each heartbreak,
and each failure. Yet He still chose
us to receive His love. He knew
when we would feel discouraged,
yield to sin, and disobey Him. But
He also knew the times we would
worship and adore Him. We were

Flames,

E and outside. | was so afraid for
our house, and | was praying
every second for the family whose
house was on fire and for the fire
to stop.

The smoke was very strong
in the air. More of the neighbors
came out from their houses and |
could hear the cries of my
neighbors standing and watching
as their house was being
consumed in flames. Several
minutes had passed, but the fire
trucks still had not arrived.

created, not to live anyway we
choose, but rather to know God
and experience His care and ODifficulty repares
compassion without shame or us foryfﬁtufe
fear. His acceptance is based on blessings . . .O
nothing that we have done or will
ever do; rather, He accepts those
of us who have become believers
solely on the basis of what His
Son did for us at Calvary.
There may be times when
we do not feel worthy of His caring
attention, but nothing can change
the mind of God. He loves us!
WhatOs more, He created us to
experience the fullness of His
eternal love each and every day
(Jeremiah 31:3). The question is,
OHow do we express our love for
HIm?0

continued from page 2

It took the fire trucks 15
minutes to get there. It was
horrible by then and the whole
garage had been consumed!

This incident really made me
think about life and showed me
that we shouldnOt take for granted
what we have. God has blessed
us all! While we have those
blessings we should thank God for
protecting us and giving us all
what we need.
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ASAP D The common

abbreviation
translation is: As
Soon As Possible.
LetOs combine that
with a new
anagram: OAlways
Say A Prayer.O No
matter how much
or how little time
you have to
accomplish a task:
begin with prayer.

Law or License?

Adapted from  Christianity Today , by Greg Taylor.

As future, and some current,
church staff members here is some
important information for you.

How many of you are aware
that you need a CCLI license to be
able to reproduceNon a screen or in
the bulletin--the words for congre-
gational worship music? My guess is
many of you. However, are you also
aware that your church will also need

Prepare For The Unexpected,

| recently received an e-mail
offering information on how to put
together an OEmergency Kit For College
Students.O This came to my attention
after yet another mass shooting on a
college campus.

As the article stated, Ohistory has
shown us that a disaster can occurO at
any time, and when you least expect it.
The author, Christopher Michael Jones
(who has also written What to Expect
When YouOre Accepted: An African
American ChristianOs Guide to College)
begins by covering the essentials in
physical supplies and mental
preparation.

Jones covers a great many
details, and offers leads to resource
information (judsonpress.com/img/
cms/pdf/Emergency%20KitFINAL.pdf).
Then, he saves the best for last:
Emergency preparedness with the Word
of God. Below are some of the
scriptures Jones shared:

TO COMBAT FEAR
Olt is the LORD who goes before you. He
will be with you; he will not fail you or
forsake you. Do not fear or be
dismayed.O (Deuteronomy 31:8)
OEven though | walk through the darkest
valley, | fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staffNthey comfort
me.O (Psalm 23:4)
OThe LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be
afraid?0 (Psalm 27:1)
OBut the Lord is faithful; he will
strengthen you and guard you from the
evil one.O
(2 Thessalonians 3:3)

a Church Video License in order to
show videos in church? ThatOs right,
unless you have a license, or
permission directly from the studio,
showing even a half-hour kids flick is
breaking federal law.

For more information on the
Church Video License, including a full
list of participating producers/studios,
go to www.cvli.com .

by Tana Colburn
OThere is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear. . . .O (1 John 4:18)

WHEN FACING DISASTER
OThe eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath are the everlasting arms: and
he shall thrust out the enemy from before
thee; and shall say, Destroy them.O
(Deuteronomy 33:27, KJV)
OAs the mountains surround Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds his people, from
this time on and forevermore.O
(Psalm 125:2)
OFor you shall not go out in haste, and
you shall not go in flight; for the LORD
will go before you, and the God of Israel
will be your rear guard.O (Isaiah 52:12)
O. .. And remember, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.O
(Matthew 28:20b)

FOR GUIDANCE AND

DIRECTION IN A CRISIS
Ol will instruct you and teach you the way
you should go; | will counsel you with my
eye upon you.O (Psalm 32:8)
OYou guide me with your counsel, and
afterward you will receive me with
honor.O (Psalm 73:24a)
OTrust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight. In all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths.O (Prov. 3:5-6)
Ol will go before you and level the
mountains, | will break in pieces the
doors of bronze and cut through the bars
of iron. . . .0 (Isaiah 45:2)
OWhen the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth; for he will not
speak on his own, but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to
you the things that are to come.O
(John 16:13a)
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